
Joanne S. Sunderland
February 1, 1952 - May 10, 2026

Joanne (Smith) Sunderland, 74, wife of the late Phillip S. Sunderland of Lower
Pottsgrove, formerly of Phoenixville, PA, and The Villages, FL, passed away
Sunday, May 10, 2026, at Phoenixville Hospital. 

 

Born February 1, 1952, in Norristown, PA, she was the daughter of the late
Harriet (Hansell) Smith and Paul Smith Sr. 

 

A tomboy growing up, Joanne excelled in athletics, especially softball and
volleyball. She later became a licensed practical nurse and worked in various
doctors' offices before serving as the lower school nurse at Schuylkill
Elementary School until her retirement. No matter why a student came to her
office, Joanne always took the time to show compassion and provide comfort
and care. 

 

Joanne had a strong faith and a deep love for Jesus that grew through her
church community. She was a devoted country music fan who especially
enjoyed Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton. In her spare time, she loved golfing,
cheering on the Phillies, snacking on extra dark burnt pretzels, and collecting
anything involving bears. She treasured time spent at the beach in Ocean
City, NJ, and later enjoyed the sunshine and friendships she found during
retirement in The Villages. 

 



Joanne was thankful to be part of a large and loving family. She especially
cherished traveling the world with her husband, Phil. After his passing in 2022,
those closest to her knew a part of her heart was already waiting for her in
Heaven. 

 

Nothing brought Joanne more joy than her family, especially her
grandchildren, whom she adored. She was a loving mother and grandmother
whose kindness, warmth, and generosity touched many lives. To some she
was a trusted friend, to others a source of comfort and support, but to many
she was a cornerstone in their lives. 

 

Joanne is survived by her children, Mike (Missy) Love and Carrie (Mike
Briggs) Love; her grandchildren, Mike Briggs Jr., Trey Love, and Phoenix
Love; and her siblings and their families: Paul (Kathy) Smith, Nancy (the late
Donald) Fort, Wendy (Rick) Fehr, and Ray (Shelly) Smith. 

 

She is also survived by her stepchildren and their families: Debbie (Ed)
Yarnell, Jim (Robyn) Sunderland, and John (Bethany) Sunderland. 

 

A celebration of Joanne's life will be announced shortly. Memorial
contributions may be made in Joanne's name to Alex's Lemonade Stand at htt
ps://www.alexslemonade.org/ways-to-give. 

 

Arrangements are being handled by the Campbell-Ennis-Klotzbach Funeral
Home, Inc. Condolences may be offered online at Phoenixville Funeral Home.
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Carrie - June 04 at 05:46 PM

A celebration of life is planned for Friday June 12 from 4-8 pm at
Norco Fire Company. We will be having a spaghetti dinner. I hope
you can make it.

kathy O'Grady - May 19 at 08:59 PM

Your Mom was one of the kindest, loving woman I have ever known.
Also a great school nurse! Blessing to you,Carrie, and your family.
In God's love, Kathy O'Grady

EF
Evelyn Fatula - May 20 at 10:47 AM

I loved every minute working with your Mother at Schuylkill. It wasn’t
work, it was an honor.

JW

Jim Wilson - May 20 at 05:36 PM

We all loved Joanne. I knew her as the Schuylkill parent to Mike and
Carrie, and as a fellow staff member at Schuylkill. Keep us apprised as
to a celebration of life.

KW

Kathy Willson - May 20 at 06:35 PM

Joanne was a great person and nurse at PASD. I was honored to be
one of the nurses in PASD that got to interact with Joanne. Prayers to
her family as they grieve their loss.


