
Margaret Ragozzino
January 21, 1941 - January 13, 2023

Margaret Ragozzino, a lifelong teacher, celebrated children's author, and
award-winning painter and quilter, passed away on Friday, January 13, 2023
in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, at the age of 81. 

 

Margaret was born in Mount Vernon, New York on January 21st, 1941 as the
only child of Henry and Erna Muhlmeister, German immigrants who lived and
worked as domestics in Greenwich, CT. According to her high school friends,
Marge was the apple of her parents' eye and they gave her everything she
wanted. Young Marge didn't want too many material things, though, and the
best gift her humble, hardworking parents gave her was freedom. Freedom to
stay out late with friends, to take a boat to Island Beach in the spring and
summer, freedom to let her brilliant mind and incredible imagination grow far
beyond the confines of their small house on "the other side of the tracks" in
Banksville. 

 

Marge graduated from Greenwich High School in 1958 with a group of friends
who would remain close their entire lives, and the adventure was just
beginning. 

 

She went on to receive three degrees from the University of Connecticut and
Fairfield University and started teaching English at Rippowam High School in
Stamford, CT in the fall of 1962. She taught for 33 years, retiring in 1995 as



the Coordinator of the Writing Center at Stamford High School. 
 

Early in her teaching career, she failed a star basketball player, drawing the ire
of the hot-tempered Rippowam basketball coach, Phil Ragozzino. They
married in 1978. 

 

Marge and Phil fell in love with Cape Cod and spent their summer breaks on
the National Seashore in Eastham. Marge's zest for life and learning shone
brightest during those brilliant summers with her husband, her boys, and her
mother. She learned to paint and soon began winning awards at local art
shows. When a friend of hers published a book, she said, "@#$*, I can do
that," and went on to write seven young-adult novels and one picture book
under the name M.M. Ragz, including her first novel, "Eyeballs for Breakfast." 

 

In her 50s, it seemed that nothing could slow her down. Retired from teaching,
she returned to the classroom as a guest author and writing teacher for
grades 2-6 throughout the Northeast. In her spare time, she took up quilting
and, true to form, won recognition for her creativity and skill. She served as
the President of the Connecticut Piecemakers Quilt Guild from 2009 to 2011.
In her 60s, she decided that she wanted to know more about plants and
became a master gardener. When Phil went through a long battle with cancer
and desperately needed relief from pain and anxiety, she became a Reiki level
II Master. 

 

Marge was an adventurous and brilliant woman, a voracious reader and
lifelong student for whom the world was a book demanding to be read, with
margins begging to be annotated. She traveled to Italy, Greece, Germany,
England and the Caribbean. When she took even the slightest interest in
something, she needed to master it, and then share what she had mastered
with others. She leaves behind filing cabinets full of letters from students,
thanking her for the impact she had on their lives. 



Margaret is survived by her sons: Ken (Rebecca) Wood, of Norwalk, CT, Phil
Ragozzino, of New Haven, CT, and Michael Ragozzino, of Phoenixville, PA;
grandchildren: Nathan Ragozzino, Daniel Wood, and Samantha Weaver; and
great-granddaughter: Cordelia Weaver. 

 

A memorial service will be held for close family and friends at Gusto's
restaurant in Milford, CT on Saturday January 28th from 12:30 to 3:30 pm.
The family asks anyone who would like to make a tribute to Marge's life to
donate to the Library of Accessible Media for Pennsylvanians (LAMP) at www.
carnegielibrary.org. Their audio books were a tremendous gift to Marge during
her final years.
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January 25, 2023 at 05:00 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Margaret Ragozzino.

Vicki Crowley - January 25, 2023 at 12:09 AM

She was an extraordinary teacher and a guiding light to all her
students. May the memories of her sustain you through this difficult
time and may God grant you comfort and peace. — Vicki (Carlisle)
Crowley, SHS Class of 1992

Robert Bogacki - January 24, 2023 at 03:12 PM

Your Mom will be sadly missed she wood see me walk the halls at
Rippowam and ask me for pass and I wood say yes do and fill one
our right in front of her and she wood ask we’re did they come from
and I wood LOL and say you know we’re so it was a game with us
after a while she will walk by me and say good morning Mr
BOGACKI and we wood lol and keep walking she was the nieces
teacher that was at that school she was a good friend and not a
Asshole teacher she was Cool. May she RIP and no I still don’t right
good. LOL Love from class of 1977

https://www.klotzbachfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.klotzbachfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Barbara Dierolf - January 24, 2023 at 07:13 AM

A donation to LAMP in Marge’s honor is on it’s way. The name of
that boat was the Heidi Ho. While I didn’t know Marge that far back,
she enjoyed telling me about her numerous escapades. Marge and I
painted our way through Germany and then again through France
and Spain. Goodbye my friend. I will miss you.

Geoff Alswanger - January 23, 2023 at 09:22 PM

Sending love and all our thoughts to the Ragozzino family. From the
Alswanger family, Herm, Myrna, Geoff and Gayle.


