Richard W. Doherty

July 16, 1936 - January 23, 2025

Capt. Richard W. Doherty, U.S. Coast Guard, Ret., age 88, of Blue Bell, PA,
passed away peacefully surrounded by his loving family on Thursday, January
23, 2025 in the Jefferson Lansdale Hospital, Lansdale, PA. Born on July 16,
1936 in Philadelphia, PA, he was a son of the late Emma Edna (Hilles) and
William Hummel Doherty.

Mr. Doherty grew up in the Rhawnhurst section of Philadelphia before moving
to Glenside during middle school. He was a graduate of Abington High School
where he was a member of the rifle team and receive a varsity letter as the
track team manager. He received his bachelor's degree with a major in
agriculture from the Pennsylvania State University, where he was a member of
the Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity.

Shortly after graduation, Mr. Doherty joined the United States Coast Guard.
His service would lead him twice to Alaska, New York City, New Orleans,
Portsmouth, VA, and Baltimore before his retirement as a Captain in 1985. He
was recalled to active duty to assist in the clean-up of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill in 1989, which gave him much pride and satisfaction.

Mr. Doherty was a faithful and active member of the Church of the Messiah in
Lower Gwynedd and the Washington Memorial Chapel in Valley Forge, where
he served on the cemetery committee. Mr. Doherty was a supporter of Ducks



Unlimited Wetland Conservation, as well as the Chester River Association in
Maryland for their work in rehabbing the river.

Dick was a lifelong history buff, belonging to several historical societies. His
love for travel, recently took him on a solo trip to the beaches of Normandy,
France. Always looking forward to his next adventure he was planning one
more trip to Ireland in2025. Having grown up summering in Avalon, NJ, he
passed along his love for life along the sea and all things in nature. He was
very active in Scouting with his boys. Mr. Doherty was very handy and built
many things including a deck for his home and a greenhouse. All who knew
him knew his love for labrador retrievers and the great joy he had in sharing
life with them.

Mr. Doherty is survived by three children, David S. Doherty, Shawn P.,
husband of Jennifer Doherty, and Heather L., wife of Gene Distler; five
grandchildren, Michelle Doherty, Paige Distler, Griffin Distler, Liam Distler, and
Aidan Distler; three great-grandchildren, Bart, Odessa, and Emma; and
several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by one
granddaughter, Ashley Doherty; and two sisters, Jean Chipman and Eileen
Ortolani.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend his funeral service at the Church of
the Messiah, 1001 Dekalb Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002 on Thursday,
January 30, 2025 at 11:00 AM. Officiating will be The Rev. Emily Given. Burial
will be held privately at a later date in the Washington Memorial Chapel
Churchyard. Friends will be received from 9:30 AM-11:00 AM at Church of the
Messiah on Thursday morning. In lieu of flowers donations can be made to
the Church of the Messiah at https://www.messiahgwynedd.org/.
Arrangements are being handled by the Campbell - Ennis - Klotzbach Funeral
Home, Inc., Phoenixville, PA. Condolences may be offered online at www.Pho
enixvilleFuneralHome.com.






Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 30. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Church of the Messiah
1001 Dekalb Pike
Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002

Funeral Service

JAN 30. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Church of the Messiah
1001 Dekalb Pike
Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002



Tribute Wall

Campbell-Ennis-Klotzbach Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Richard W. Doherty

Campbell-Ennis-Klotzbach Funeral Home - January 29, 2025 at 10:08 PM

| was your father's dentist. | was absolutely devastated to learn of
Dick's passing. He was an incredible man and | will so miss my
conversations with him. He lived an amazing life and | hope he is
resting in peace. ~Dr. Benjamin Halton

Benjamin - February 05, 2025 at 02:07 PM



It was an honor to serve with Dick in the cemetery ministry at
Washington Memorial Chapel. Dick was a dedicated, insightful, and
resilient person who | will miss. Dick was a great friend to me. He
stood by me through difficult times and rejoiced with me as | found a
new path. My deepest sympathy to his family and friends. Dick was
a light in the world. Father of all, we pray to you for those we love,
but see no longer: Grant them your peace; let light perpetual shine
upon them; and, in your loving wisdom and almighty power, work in
them the good purpose of your perfect will; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Nicole Marie - January 31, 2025 at 11:06 AM

Heather and Family

I am so sorry for the recent loss of your father. Years ago |
remember with fondness your Thanksgiving dinner where your Dad
was my dinner partner. He was a delightful conversationalist with
many talents. We discussed sailing of course and the ocean. | an
certain that he will be truly missed but | know that as | always tell my
grieving friends...he isn't gone, just gone on ahead. Many prayers
being sent your way.

Verna Kimura

Verna G Kimura - January 30, 2025 at 02:48 AM



12 files added to the tribute wall

Heather Distler - January 28, 2025 at 11:34 AM

I am sending prayers of condolence and sympathy to Dick's family; |
shared many interesting conversations and lunch, walks on the
beach and boardwalk in Avalon and Stone Harbor. He knew his
history and was a font of information about World Wars, the Jersey
shore, Annapolis and the surrounding areas of Maryland. Rest in
Peace, my friend.

Christine Madison - January 28, 2025 at 09:17 AM



